TEN BASIC CONVICTIONS FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING

5. “Disciple Your Children”              
Conviction #5:  “My children and my grandchildren belong to God, and it is my responsibility to teach them scriptural principles, Godly character, and basic Christian convictions.

Scripture: Deuteronomy 11:19-28; Ephesians 6; 1-4

Key Verse: “Honor your father and mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the Lord your God gives you.”  Exodus 20:12                   
Theme:  Children honor parents who faithfully disciple them in the Lord.
Introduction

We Christians have in our own possession the most dynamic, life changing positive, exciting good news that the world has ever heard.  We worship because we belong to the great God, the Creator of the universe.  Our God is so great, so big, so powerful that nothing is impossible for Him.  The only problem is, we have yet to believe that; we have yet to let that realization grip us and change our opinions to convictions, to change our negative defeated attitudes into positive ones, to change our preferences to become a way of life.

For the past several Sundays we have examined four of ten basic Christian convictions for effective living.  Live by them and your life will be positive, dynamic—and most important—effective.  Hear again what they are:

1) The Bible is the inspired Word of God and the final authority for my life.

2) My purpose in life is to seek God with my whole heart and to build my goals around His priorities.

3) My body is the living temple of God and must not be defiled by the lusts of the world.

4) Weekly worship has a priority in my life to teach me the foundational truths of Scripture and to reinforce my basic trust in the Lord.

This morning we want to explore and to understand a fifth conviction for Christian living.  “Honor your father and mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the Lord your God gives you.”  As parents and grandparents we have the distinct privilege to disciple our children and grandchildren.  We have the privilege to mold, shape and direct our children to become wholesome, creative and effective servants of God.
Parents are to be honored, but I also want to point out, it is only possible for children to love and honor parents when their parents are honorable and they honor the Lord by discipline their children in the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
I.  PARENTS ARE TO BE HONORED

As we first approach and understand this commandment we realize that it is addressed to children and the command is that PARENTS ARE TO BE HONORED.  Before we parents begin elbowing our children to make sure they sit up and take notice, we parents need to realize that this commandment makes no distinction as to WHO are included as children.  It never sets any age restrictions.  Regrettably this commandment can be broken by people in their forties and fifties toward their parents, just as well as by children and teenagers toward theirs.  It means that a middle aged person whose father and mother are now quite old and senile are still to give them honor and respect.  What a beautiful experience it is to see Mom’s and Dad’s still lifting up and upholding Grandma and Grandpa, reaffirming their dignity as persons of worth and honor.

How are parents to be honored?  Here are three key words:  Obedience, respect, and gratitude. Paul wrote in Eph. 6:1, “Children obey your parents in the Lord…”  Young people let me tell you something, it really gives Mom and Dad a sense of deep joy when they tell you to do or not to do something and then your respond accordingly. Do you know what frightens most parents?  It’s wondering whether or not they have done a good job in raising their children.  It’s a one shot opportunity, we don’t get a second chance.  They hope and pray they have done a good job, in spite of their mistakes.  To see you respond in obedience gives them a great sense of honor. (Prov. 28:7)

Respect—to honor parents means to respect them.  Granted, your parents can force you to obey them out of sheer force and size, but it doesn’t please God.  Obedience that comes out of a sense of love—is real respect.  Sometime ago I was attending an athletic event and I happened to watch a teenage girl respond—I should say react—to the fact that her parents had come to watch her play.  “What are you doing here?”  “Why did you have to come?”  I don’t know if she was trying to impress her team mates or if she was really ashamed of her parents, but oh, I could feel the hurt of those parents.  Hey, kids, reach out to your parents, they are so proud of you, respect them, love them, and show them.

Gratitude.  Yes, we owe our parents an awful lot.  A few weeks ago I enjoyed a letter to the editor of the Rancho California News from a young girl complaining that her parents 

had forgotten her allowance.  The parent’s response was very clever.  They also wrote, reminding her of the total cost and sacrifices they had to make.  From babyhood to the time she would leave the family nest they estimated it will have cost them something like $250,000.  Always remember kids, Dad and Mom had a choice to have children or not.  They have made a lot of sacrifices for you, therefore, learn to appreciate it and be a person who says, “Thank you.”  

WHY, why ought parents to be honored?  Listen to the commandment: “…that your days may be long in the land the Lord God gave you.”  I see two promises here:  First, there is a promise of a long and happy life to those who honor their parents.  Martin Luther understood it to mean: 

“For the Scripture, to have a long life means not only to live a long time but to have all that belongs to life, health in particular, a wife and  children, food, peace, good company, and so on—all those things without which one cannot happily enjoy life, nor endure its length.  If you do not want to obey your father and mother and let them guide you, you will starve and die.”

I believe that if we children adhere to the wisdom of our parents it will help us to live successfully and avoid a lot of mistakes.

But there’s also a second promise, it has to do with remaining upon the land.  The family is a basic unit to pass on our culture, heritage and morals.  When the family fails, their grows disrespect for moral and spiritual thing.  When that happens, it’s only a matter of time and the whole nation will crumble.  That’s one of my big concerns for our nation right now. The promise would mean that in our world threatened by the disorder of sin, God upholds those conditions of life for which submission to authorities and particularly to parents becomes the instrument.

Parents are to be honored, that’s God’s way to effective living.
II.   PARENTS ARE TO BE HONORABLE          

Now let’s look behind this commandment.  If parents are to be honored, then it shouldn’t have to come hard for that child.  It is tragic to think that a child must give honor to parents when the parents betray, forfeit that honor.  This is no excuse for a child to say, “I can’t respect Dad, so I won’t honor or obey him.”  In the Scripture our motivation for doing so is never on the condition that they deserve our honor, but “as unto the Lord.”   We’re doing it because we belong to Jesus.  With God’s grace we can give honor, even when we may find it hard to do so.

Parents, be honorable, by respecting your child’s DIGNITY.  Psalms 127:3 says, “Behold, children are a gift from the Lord.” Recognize that your children belong to the Lord.  God has entrusted them to you.  They are created in the image of God; therefore, they ought not to be broken in like wild horses—no matter what you may think at times.  I could weep as I have listened to grown adults suffering from deep feelings of inferiority tell of times when a parent or teacher of one whom they respected tell them that they were “nothings” or “nobodies” or humiliate them before their friends.  Respect your child’s dignity.
Parents are to be honorable by being respectable. In Eph. 6:4, Paul warns parents: “Fathers, do not provoke our children to anger…” Check out your own habits, mannerisms and lifestyles.  Is it possible that your children react against you because of something in your life?  Is it because of your negativism, criticism or immature behavior, perhaps you talk too much and never listen, are you available to them? 

The other day I was listening to a tape and the speaker was illustrating the power of the father’s example by telling of a young Jewish boy. He was very proud of his father who never apologized for his Jewishness or his faith in God.  Then one day they moved and the father had to begin again in business.  He hid his race and religion.  The boy grew up hurt and frustrated.  Later on he wrote a book in which he said that “religion was the opium of the people.  That was Karl Marx. 

If you are not walking your talk, if your children see you as a phony, if your children hear you on the one hand expecting honor as a parent and yet you do not honor and respect each other as husband and wife—that must change.  Teach them also what God’s grace and forgiveness is all about.

Parents, be honorable so that you may be honored.  

III.   PARENTS ARE TO DISCIPLE

One last thought, children are not able to give true honor unless we parents faithfully disciple them in the Lord unless he is led to the Lord.  We as parents must develop the conviction to disciple our children, to disciple is to help a person become a faithful follower of Jesus Christ—not merely believing in but living out, following and obeying Jesus Christ. How can we be parents to that: by example, by nurturing and by discipline.

First, we are to disciple by EXAMPLE  Deut. 11:18  says: “You shall therefore impress these words of mine on your heart and on your soul; and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets on your forehead.” You can’t give away something you haven’t got.  To disciple your children to Christ means that you are living out your own discipleship to Christ.  Where does the presence, power and purpose of Christ fit into your life? Sometimes we parents can talk a nice religious talk, we teach our children to pray, read the Bible but our CHILDREN LEARN WHAT THEY LIVE.
1. If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn. 

2. If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight. 

3. If a child lives with jealousy, he learns to feel guilty.

4. If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient.

5. If a child lives with encouragement, he learns confidence.

6. If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate.

7. If a child lives with fairness, he learns justice.

8. If a child lives with security, he learns to have faith.

9. If a child lives with acceptance and friendship, he learns to find love in the world.

By your example, help your children to experience that they are somebody special, have great potential, and that life is full of possibilities because you are demonstrating that in your lifestyle.

Second, disciple your children by NURTURE. Deuteronomy 11:19 states: “And you shall teach them to your sons, talking of them when you sit…when you walk…when you lie down…when you rise up.”  Take hold of all kinds of opportunities to share with your children how Jesus Christ makes a difference in your life.  Don’t wait merely for the special religious times.  You may be driving to Fallbrook or Hemet or Sun City or Lake Elsinore but be alert to opportunities to bring an insight or answer a question about life and relationships and about God.  Furthermore, take them to both church worship and Sunday school; discuss what you have learned and what they have learned.  You that are grandparents, you reaffirm what is being taught by your sons and daughters; if they are failing in this area, you be ones who learn to talk about the Lord to your grandchildren.

Then, finally, parents are to disciple by DISCIPLINE.  Ephesians 6:4 “…but bring them up in the discipline and nurture of the Lord.”  To prepare our children for their responsibility to the Lord in the world comes first through discipline.  How else will our children learn the paths of the Lord unless we reinforce it?  To discipline a child really shows that you love him, because it shows that you care enough about him that you will do something about it.

Here are some tips that may help you in discipling your child.  Mom and dad be UNITED in your discipline.  Children have a remarkable way of dividing and conquering us.  If you disagree with each other, talk it over later.  Be consistent in discipline.  Children get confused when you punish them for a wrong doing one day and they let them get by with it the next.  Be firm, but loving. Children must know we mean what we say.  But our love must always remain unchangeable.  Be reasonable in your expectations and discipline.  Often we can create frustration for children and ourselves by expecting more out of them then they can perform.

Parents are to disciple by example, by nurturing and by discipline in order that children may be taught Scriptural principles, godly character and basic Christian convictions.

CONCLUSION

Notice the position of this commandment in relationship to the other nine.  It stands between our duty to God and our duty to our fellowman.  That tells us something; the family experience is where we develop our self esteem, self worth, our sense of dignity.  The family is where we learn of the Lord, His authority, His love, and the reality of His presence.

Therefore, as parents let us take hold of this glorious and exciting privilege to disciple our children in   the Lord.  By God’s grace, with His presence, and in His power working through us our children will too.

Let’s stop and think, children—what do you need to change in your attitudes toward mom and dad—what can you do to show them you honor them?

Parents, what can you change to help create the realization in your child that he/she is a person of dignity and worth.  How can you become a more honorable person?

